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While the discipline of International Relations—since its inception 100

years ago—has been fixated on the study of war in the hope that

knowing past violence will lead to a more peaceful future,

international political practice provides manifold examples of

political and social change through nonviolence—from colonial

liberation and civil rights struggles, to peace and environmental

movements, and to unarmed civilian protection and peace activism

in the midst of war.

 

This IPRS event critically explores the role of nonviolence in

international politics and its curious shadow existence in the IR

discipline through a world café of interactive activities. It is

interested in how nonviolence features in different practices and

debates, and why it is not a dominant field of research within the

discipline. It asks questions such as: What would an explicit

commitment to nonviolent change look like, in the discipline as well

as in the realm of politics? What is needed for a “nonviolent turn” in

IR? What role does the dominant imagination of the international

from a position of power and violence play in the global persistence

and ubiquity of devastating wars and vast structural inequalities? Is

a political imagination that takes nonviolence as a starting point

possible? How can nonviolence be translated into IR research and

pedagogy, without losing the ability to critique and interrogate

political violence? And is nonviolence always preferable to violence,

or are there political circumstances or arguments that justify the

threat or use of violence (e.g., as the basis for the modern state, in

times of liberation struggles etc.)?
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JOIN US FOR A WORLD CAFÉ WITH ABERYSTWYTH
HONORARY FELLOW PROFESSOR MARY KING
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PROF MARY KING
Professor of Peace and Conflict Studies, University for Peace 

Worked for the U.S. civil rights movement; academic specialty on

the study of nonviolent civil resistance & acclaimed top authority on

the subject; books on Martin Luther King Jr. & Mahatma Gandhi

among others; lives in the U.S. and Wales; AU Honorary Fellow.

DR RACHEL JULIAN
Reader, School of Social Sciences, Leeds Beckett University

25 years of experience researching and working internationally in

peace and conflict including disarmament, peacebuilding,

nonviolence and Unarmed Civilian Peacekeeping.

SUZANNE KLEIN SCHAARSBERG, M.A.
PhD Researcher, Aberystwyth University

PhD project on contemporary peace movements and their use of

silence and meditation in public spaces as a response to global

challenges; research assistant CIDRA civilian protection project.

DR BERIT BLIESEMANN DE GUEVARA
Reader in International Politics, Aberystwyth University

Researches unarmed civilian protection and self-protection in the

midst of violent conflict and displacement, and peace processes,

among other topics; AU KNOWLEDGE Centre Co-director.

DR BIRGIT POOPUU
Post-doctoral Research Fellow, Aberystwyth University

Estonian Research Council funded project "The Politics of Peace

and Conflict Knowledge: Syria and the Diverse Landscape of Local

Knowledge/Experience", AU KNOWLEDGE Centre Co-director.


